GENERAL   CHARACTERISTICS
use was made of us for Bolshevik propaganda, v^e, on
the other hand, desired to ascertain what we could of
Russian conditions and Russian methods of govern-
ment, which was impossible in the atmosphere of a
royal progress. Hence arose an amicable contest,
degenerating at times into a game of hide and seek:
while they assured us how splendid the banquet or
parade was going to be, we tried to explain how much
we should prefer a quiet walk in the streets. I, not
being a member of the Delegation, felt less obligation
than my companions did to attend at propaganda
meetings where one knew the speeches by heart before-
hand. In this way, I was able, by the help of neutral
interpreters, mostly English or American, to have many
conversations with casual people whom I met in the
streets or on village greens, and to find out how the
whole system appears to the ordinary non-political
man and woman. The first five days we spent in Petro-
grad, the next eleven in Moscow. During this time we
were living in daily contact with important men in the
Government, so that we learned the official point of
view without difficulty. I saw also what I could of the
intellectuals in both places. We were all allowed com-
plete freedom to see politicians of opposition parties,
and we naturally made full use of this freedom. We
saw Mensheviks, Social Revolutionaries of different
groups, and Anarchists; we saw them without the
presence of any Bolsheviks, and they spoke freely after
they had overcome their initial fears. I had an hour's
talk with Lenin, virtually tete-d-t&e; I met Trotsky,
though only in company; I spent a night in the country
with Kamenev; and I saw a great deal of other men
who, though less known outside Russia, are^jof con-
siderable importance in the Government.